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Section: What Is a Mineral?


1.
What is a mineral?

Mineral Structure



2.
Which of the following is NOT a characteristic of a mineral?


a.
It is a solid.
c.
It is nonliving material.


b.
It has a crystalline structure.
d.
It is formed in a laboratory.

Match the correct definition with the correct term. Write the letter in the space provided



3.
the smallest part of an element that has all the properties of that element



4.
a substance that cannot be broken down into a simpler substance by chemical means



5.
a substance made of two or more elements that have been chemically bonded



6.
a solid whose atoms, ions, or molecules are arranged in a definite pattern



7.
a mineral that is composed of only one element

Two groups of minerals


8.
Minerals that contain silicon and oxygen are called ______________________ DOCVARIABLE "Break:_0004257", PreserveFormatting:=True \* MERGEFORMAT 
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9.Which silicate minerals are the main component of most rocks on Earth’s surface?

Section: Identifying Minerals

Color


1.
What other factor besides air and water can change the color of a mineral?

luster


2.
The way a surface reflects light is called ______________________.


3.
What are the three types of mineral luster?

streak


4.
The color of a mineral in powdered form is called the mineral’s ______________________


5.
Why is using a mineral’s streak more reliable than using color to identify a mineral?

cleavage and fracture


6.
Name two minerals with cleavage, a tendency to break along smooth, flat surfaces.


7.
The tendency of some minerals to break unevenly along curved or irregular surfaces is called ______________________.

hardness



8.
A mineral’s resistance to being scratched is called


a.
weight.
c.
luster.


b.
streak.
d.
hardness.


9.
What do scientists use to determine the hardness of minerals?


10.
What is the softest mineral on the Mohs scale?

	a.	crystal


	b.	atom


	c.	element


	d.	compound


	e.	native element
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