Philosophical Chairs – Dissection and Science Ethics
You will discuss the assigned reading with an activity called Philosophical Chairs.
Essentially, Philosophical Chairs is a means of debating an issue.

Topic:  Is dissection ethical?
1. Read the provided material.  Thoroughly and in great detail, complete each column in the chart below.

	Dissection Facts

· definition

· reasons to dissect

· what can you learn by dissecting

· examples
	Alternatives to Dissection

· reasons not to dissect

· examples of alternatives

· what can you learn from alternatives
	Science Ethics

· What are science ethics?

· Is dissection ethical?  Explain.
· Is dissection the best use of educational time and money?  Explain.

	
	
	


2. What is your stance on the issue, ‘Is dissection ethical?’  circle one of these:  agree/disagree
Why did you choose this answer?

3. Each of you will speak in support of your stance with the evidence from the data chart above.
a. One point you want to make – 

b. A second point you want to make – 

c. A third point you want to make - 

4. You are allowed to change seats, if you change your mind.
Did you change seats?  Why?

5. What should be the factors in determining the use of dissection?  Address the following issues in at least a paragraph of 5 sentences which are compound and/or complex sentences.

Issues

· Supply
· animal welfare
· biodiversity
· treatment
· Procedure/Process
· Disposal
· Curriculum
· Ethics
· Alternatives

· real life observations
· virtual observation
· video and pictorial
· simulated dissection
